5i2 PROSPECTS OF THE WESTERN CIVILIZATION
against a composite Western expeditionary force in a Korean theatre of
military operations, while a Russian conscript peasant army in reserve
was standing to arms both in Eastern Siberia and in Eastern Germany,
it was evident that the temper and capacity of troops of this type would
count for much in the shaping of a Westernizing World's destinies.
What light was thrown on the peasant-soldier's qualities by his past per-
formance ? History indicated that, as might have been expected a priori,
he was at his strongest in military situations calling for the exercise of the
passive military virtues. He was stronger in endurance than in initiative,
and stronger in defending his own country against an invader than in
playing the invader's part himself.

In the history of a Westernized Russian peasant army, which was older,
by more than a century, than other armies of the kind, the glorious pas-
sages, up to date, had all taken the form of ultimately successful wars of
defence fought on Russian soil against an invader who, in the first phase
of the war, had been apt to carry all before him. This had been the story
of the Northern War of A.D. 1700-21, in which Peter the Great's callow
peasant army had won its spurs in A.D. 1709 at Poltava, in the Ukraine,

been turned at the approaches to Stalingrad. On the other hand, in the
Russo-Turkish wars of A.D. 1828-9 and A.D. 1877-8, in which the Tsar,
by assuming Charles XII's and Napoleon's aggressive role, had thrust
the Westernized Russian peasant army's classic defensive role upon this
army's feebler Turkish counterpart, the noteworthy feature, on each
occasion, had been, not Russia's victory in the second year's campaign,
but her failure to overcome Turkey's resistance in the first campaigning

The extent of a nineteenth-century Russia's superiority over a nine-
teenth-century Turkey in military resources, as well as in experience of
waging war on Western lines, had made an ultimate Russian victory
a foregone conclusion in any trial of strength between the two Powers in
that age; the length of the time that it had taken Russia, in both wars, to
win her inevitable victory, and the heaviness of the price that she had
found herself compelled to pay for it, had given the measure in which
a conscript peasant army's moral and efficiency were apt to depreciate
when this military instrument was transferred from the defensive role in
which it felt itself at home to an aggressive role which it was accustomed
to associate, not with glorious victories won by its own arms, but with
shameful defeats incurred by enemy invaders of a patriot peasantry's own
country. The beau role of offering a patriotic resistance to an invader was
the moral advantage that had inspired a Turkish conscript peasant
army to give so good an account of itself, against such heavy odds, in
otherwise desperately adverse circumstances. A newly enrolled Turkish
peasant-soldiery's achievement in the campaign of A.D. 1828, when it
had succeeded in preventing the Russian Army from crossing the Bal-
kan Range, had been particularly meritorious, considering that Sultan
Mahmud II had not been able to make any serious progress with the